VIII
THE SCHISM
HENRY VIII (SECOND PART)
Origin of the Schism. The Reformation was introduced
into England not by a change in religion, but by a breach with
Rome, The practice of the old religion with all its doctrines
unimpaired, the Mass, the hierarchy, etc., continued after as
before the breach with Rome, and for the populace no difference
was discernible.
The origin of that schism was the infatuation of the King,
Henry VIII, with Anne Boleyn. There was also brought into
the business the pretence that he was equally actuated by the
desire to have a male heir. He certainly did desire to have a
male heir, but that was not the cause at work; if it had been
he would have attempted to get a new marriage much earlier,
for it was known that his wife Catherine could not have children
after the year 1519, eight years before he first moved for a new
marriage.
Anne's postponement of his desire until he should get rid of
Catherine and make her Queen turned this infatuation into a
mania—Henry himself accurately described his condition when
he said later that he had been "bewitched," The woman's
control of him was complete; and she, using Henry as her
instrument under that control, is the author of all that
follows*
The Divorce begins, Wbfet was essential for Anne
Boleyn, and therefore striven for by Henry, was a divorce by
authority from Rome from his wife and Queen, Catherine of
Aragon.
The word 'divorce* in this connection does not mean divorce
in our modern sense at all. It does not mean the ending of a
marriage with a legitimate wife still alive and the granting of
legal permission to marry another wife—such an idea did not
exist at the time. The word * divorce' in this case meant the
annulment of the first marriage; that is, the declaration by
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